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presence of his master years ago.'   As he read this
text he felt a little ashamed and lowered his voice.
He thought that his master might make some
comment upon   it and stopped reading.     The
master said nothing and, noticing the pause, asked
him to read further.    He had read on and when
the lesson was over, asked his master why Vyasa
had made such a statement.    The master had
said:   c< There is nothing wrong in the statement.
We talk usually as if woman is inferior to man.
There is no doubt that woman's soul is nearer
perfection than man's.    Whatever is inferior feels
drawn to that which is superior. This is attraction,
charm or whatever else it is called.    As iron,
however pure, is drawn to the magnet, so a man,
however good,  is  attracted   by  the beauty   of
womanhood.    It does not follow that to feel the
attraction is to fall.    One may feel the charm and
control oneself.     The verse is intended by way
of  caution."      The   master's   explanation   had
satisfied the pupil's reason but not his heart.    He
was proud for his teacher.  From the explanation
given by the teacher himself, it was clear that he
had not found women's charm dangerous.  Apart
from that explanation was his own knowledge of
that   teacher's life.     It was   clear as  the sky
on a cloudless day; unblemished as moonlight;